Welcome address at 
Human Rights Embassy Tulip Ceremony
17 October 2025

· Dear Commissioner for Gender Equality Policy, dear friends and partners of the Netherlands Embassy; welcome!
 
· I am glad you all came to the Netherlands Residence for the Human Rights Tulip award ceremony, this year for the 8th time. 

· And of course a special welcome to the winners of the Embassy Tulip awards from the previous years: representatives of “Truth Hounds”, “Crimean Human Rights Group”, “Media Initiative for Human Rights” and “ZMINA”.

· Gender equality and preventing violence against women is a major priority under Netherlands Human Rights Policy. 

· We at the Embassy have been for many years actively supporting projects that are focusing on the provision of the assistance to persons who were subject to gender based violence; both physical violence, and on-line violence.

· In the last decade there  has been a lot of progress in Ukraine regarding gender equality and violence prevention field. On a practical level with the introduction of restraining order, creation of mobile teams for cases of domestic violence and the adoption of Istanbul Convention on a political level.  

· Furthermore, there is a lot of cooperation with National Police and Office of Prosecutor General to make sure women and men are better protected. 

· The fact that there is now a position of “Government Commissioner for Gender Equality Policy” underlines that also the Ukrainian government considers this an important topic. 

· The Russian aggression against Ukraine has brought new issue to the agenda: Conflict Related Sexual Violence. A  very sensitive topic that needs a lot of policy level work and legal support.

· This years award will go to an organization that is actively involved in protecting and promoting women’s rights and preventing violence against women. To honor the important work that is being done in this field, “JurFem” will join the “Tulip” Family today.

· This year the winner of the local tulip from Ukraine is also participating in the global Human Rights Tulip which is annually awarded in the Hague. Therefore, “JurFem” will also compete for the global Tulip award in December and we wish you a lot of success. 

· I am glad to see that many of the staff members of the “JurFem” are here. By giving “Jurfem” this award we want to let you know that your work is not only dearly needed, but also very much appreciated. 

· As an association of lawyers, you have a vital mission in providing legal assistance, do analytical work and educate a young generation of lawyers.

· The Netherlands supports Ukraine with billions of euro’s each year in its fight against Russian aggression, both military and non-military. This also includes supporting Ukrainian civil society and Human Rights Defenders in ensuring the rights of all people are protected.

· Thank you.
