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Policy Theme: Private Sector Development 

HGIS 5 – Sustainable economic development, trade and investment 

SDG(s): 8 

Indicators: 
 Description how the activity contributes to Private Sector Development? 
 How does/did the activity contribute to gender equality & women’s empowerment? 

Learning question: 
 What have we learned from this activity with regards to Private Sector Development? 

1 – Strengthening the business climate 

SDG target(s): 8a, 8.1, 8.3, 8.4, 8.5, 8.8, 8.10, 10.2, 17.11. 

Short description:  

In the result area ‘strengthening the business climate’, the 
approach is to strengthen the local business climate through 
interventions relating to infrastructure, youth employment 
and entrepreneurship, policy and regulation, institutional 
capacity building and social dialogue to strengthen MSME’s 
within their ecosystem and improve their access to financial 
and other services. 

2 – Strengthening trade for development 

SDG target(s): 8a, 8.1, 8.3, 8.4, 8.5, 8.8, 8.10, 10.2, 17.11. 

Short description: 

In the result area ‘strengthening trade for development’ the 
focus is on improving market and trading systems, where 
conditions for economic activity to cross borders more easily 
are created. We also encourage transitions to more 
sustainable production and trade practices through 
economic and social reforms (market transformation) in 
lower middle income countries. We contribute to increased 
and more sustainable trade between the EU and lower and 
middle income countries.  

3 – Strengthening the financial sector  

SDG target(s): 8a, 8.1, 8.3, 8.4, 8.5, 8.8, 8.10, 10.2, 17.11. 

Short description:  

The result area ‘strengthening the financial sector’ strives for 
a financial sector that offers a larger range and volume of 
inclusive financial MSME products in an increasingly diverse 
and conducive financial ecosystem (“financial inclusion”).  

MSMEs utilise these inclusive financial products to grow and 
provide jobs and provide opportunities to underserved 
groups.  

Indicators: 
 Description how the activity contributes to 

Strengthening the business climate 
 1.a. ‘number of companies with a supported plan to 

invest, trade or provide services’ (IATI code XXX001) 
 1.b. ‘average compound annual  revenue growth rate 

of individually supported MSME’s’ (IATI code XXX002) 
 1.c. ‘Value of export of products and services (in euros) 

by individually supported MSMEs (in developing 
countries)’ (IATI code XXX003) 

 1.d. ‘Number of MSMEs that utilize business 
development services’ (IATI code XXX0004) 

Indicators: 
 Description how the activity contributes to 

Strengthening  trade for development 
 2.a ‘number of companies with a supported plan to 

invest, trade or provide services’ (IATI code XXX001) 
 2.b. ‘average compound annual revenue growth rate of 

individually supported MSME’s’ (IATI code XXX002) 
 2.c. ‘Value of export of products and services (in euros) 

by individually supported MSMEs (in developing 
countries)’ (IATI code XXX003) 

 2.d. ‘Number of MSMEs that utilize business 
development services’ (IATI code XXX0004) 

Indicators: 
 Description how the activity contributes to 

Strengthening the financial sector 
 3.a. ‘number of companies with a supported plan to 

invest, trade or provide services’ (IATI code XXX001) 
 3.b. ‘average compound annual revenue growth rate of 

individually supported MSME’s’ (IATI code XXX002) 
 3.c. ‘Value of export of products and services (in euros) 

by individually supported MSMEs (in developing 
countries)’ (IATI code XXX003) 

 3.d. ‘Number of MSMEs that utilize business 
development services’ (IATI code XXX0004) 
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 1.E. ‘Number of MSMSEs gaining new or improved 
access to a value chain’ (IATI code XXX0005) 

 1.F. ‘Number of direct jobs supported in individually 
supported MSMEs’ (IATI code XXX0006) 

 1.G. ‘Number of direct beneficiaries supported to have 
raised incomes’ (IATI code XXX0007) 

 1.H. ‘Number of direct beneficiaries* supported with 
improved labour conditions in accordance with 
international agreements’ (IATI code XXX0008) 

 1.I. ‘Number of companies (including MSMEs) that 
meet firm-specific, national, or international 
sustainability standards’ (IATI code XXX0009) 

 1.J. ‘Amount of mobilised private finance (in thousand 
EUR)’ (IATI code XXX0010) 

 1.K. ‘Number of end users with access to new or 
improved infrastructure’ (IATI code XXX0011) 

 1.L. ‘Number of strengthened organisations 
contributing to a sustainable local business climate’ 
(IATI code XXX0012) 

 1.M. ‘Number of members of supported organisations’ 
(IATI code XXX0013) 

 1.N. ‘Number of legal or policy reforms implemented’ 
(IATI code XXX00014) 

 1.O. ‘Number of MSMEs that benefit from improved 
customs / border services’ (IATI code XXX0015) 

 1.P. ‘Number of individuals that obtain financial 
services’ (IATI code XXX0016) 

 1.Q. ‘Number of MSMEs that obtain financial services’ 
(IATI code XXX0017) 

 1.R. ‘Number of improved or introduced new products’ 
(IATI code XXX0018) 

 2.E. ‘Number of MSMSEs gaining new or improved 
access to a value chain’ (IATI code XX0005) 

 2.F. ‘Number of direct jobs supported in individually 
supported MSMEs’ (IATI code XX0006) 

 2.G. ‘Number of direct beneficiaries supported to have 
raised incomes’ (IATI code XXX0007) 

 2.H. ‘Number of direct beneficiaries* supported with 
improved labour conditions in ccordance with 
international agreements’ (IATI code XXX0008) 

 2.I. ‘Number of companies (including MSMEs) hat meet 
firm-specific, national, or international sustainability 
standards’ (IATI code XXX0009) 

 2.J. ‘Amount of mobilised private finance (in housand 
EUR)’ (IATI code XXX0010) 

 2.K. ‘Number of end users with access to new r 
improved infrastructure’ (IATI code XXX0011) 

 2.L. ‘Number of strengthened organisations  ontributing 
to a sustainable local business climate’ (IATI code 
XXX0012) 

 2.M. ‘Number of members of supported organisations’ 
(IATI code XXX0013) 

 2.N. ‘Number of legal or policy reforms implemented’ 
(IATI code XXX00014) 

 2.O. ‘Number of MSMEs that benefit from improved 
customs / border services’ (IATI code XXX0015) 

 2.P. ‘Number of individuals that obtain financial 
services’ (IATI code XXX0016) 

 2.Q. ‘Number of MSMEs that obtain financial services’ 
(IATI code XXX0017) 

 2.R. ‘Number of improved or introduced new products’ 
(IATI code XXX0018) 

 3.E. ‘Number of MSMSEs gaining new or improved 
access to a value chain’ (IATI code XXX0005) 

 3.F. ‘Number of direct jobs supported in individually 
supported MSMEs’ (IATI code XXX0006) 

 3.G. ‘Number of direct beneficiaries supported to have 
raised incomes’ (IATI code XXX0007) 

 3.H. ‘Number of direct beneficiaries* supported with 
improved labour conditions in accordance with 
international agreements’ (IATI code XXX0008) 

 3.I. ‘Number of companies (including MSMEs) that 
meet firm-specific, national, or international 
sustainability standards’ (IATI code XXX0009) 

 3.J. ‘Amount of mobilised private finance (in thousand 
EUR)’ (IATI code XXX0010) 

 3.K. ‘Number of end users with access to new or 
improved infrastructure’ (IATI code XXX0011) 

 3.L. ‘Number of strengthened organisations 
contributing to a sustainable local business climate’ 
(IATI code XXX0012) 

 3.M. ‘Number of members of supported organisations’ 
(IATI code XXX0013) 

 3.N. ‘Number of legal or policy reforms implemented’ 
(IATI code XXX00014) 

 3.O. ‘Number of MSMEs that benefit from improved 
customs / border services’ (IATI code XXX0015) 

 3.P. ‘Number of individuals that obtain financial 
services’ (IATI code XXX0016) 

 3.Q. ‘Number of MSMEs that obtain financial services’ 
(IATI code XXX0017) 

 3.R. ‘Number of improved or introduced new products’ 
(IATI code XXX0018)  

Learning questions: 
 What have we learned from this activity with regards to 

Strengthening the business climate? 
 1.1. What can The Netherlands offer in terms of 

resources, approaches, knowledge and expertise in 
specific sectors, to sustainably scale up local MSME 
productivity in focus countries? 

Learning questions: 
 What have we learned from this activity with regards to 

Strengthening trade for development? 
 2.1 What type of collaboration modalities with private 

sector actors (Dutch/local) are most effective for 
achieving development impact at scale?   

Learning questions: 
 What have we learned from this activity with regards to 

Strengthening the financial sector? 
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 1.2 How, and under what conditions, can local MSMEs 
contribute to strengthening the business climate in 
focus countries? 

 1.3 How can we increase the commitment of Dutch 
companies to contribute effectively to the SDG 8 
targets in focus countries? 

 2.2 What are the trade-offs between raising standards 
and inclusive economic development in the Global 
South, and what specific added value can The 
Netherlands offer to mitigate these trade-offs? 

 2.3 What are the most effective types of policy 
influencing that can contribute to inclusive green trade 
policies? 

 


