











MAY & OCT

with over 150,000

participants across
multiple venues, the
festival also leveraged its
significant digital presence,
reaching a global audience
of over 100,000 visitors
through its website and
social media channels.
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FESTIVAL OF THE CITY

212 Photography Exhibition

Uniting international photography with Istanbul’s rich cultural fabric

In 2024, 212 Photography Istanbul successfully celebrated its 7th year
as Tlrkiye's most prestigious and widely attended photography festival,
with over 150,000 participants across multiple venues. This year’s
program highlighted the centennial of the Friendship Treaty between
the Netherlands and Tirkiye, featuring extensive collaborations with
Dutch artists and institutions.

The year-long cultural exchange commenced in May with the exhibition
Salt Lake by Scarlett Hooft Graafland at Bomontiada, showcasing Turkish
landscapes through a Dutch perspective. The annual 212 Photography
Festival followed in October, presenting works by influential Dutch
photographers Hendrik Kerstens and Martin Roemers. Renowned
fashion photographer Viviane Sassen delivered an artist talk during the
festival, contributing to the cultural dialogue.

Further fostering international cooperation, the festival hosted online
portfolio reviews and presentations featuring representatives from
prominent Dutch institutions, including Nederlands Fotomuseum,
FOAM, and Dead End Gallery.
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Yermekan Zine Days Workshops

A platform for cultural exchange amidst increasingly restricted spaces

NOV - DEC
! The Yermekan Zine Days took place over five days in November-
y Y December 2024 in Ankara, featuring a series of events that included
] *ek"*n two sets of workshops and a public artist talk. The project focused on
creating a platform for cultural exchange amidst increasingly restricted
Aligning with SDG 4, spaces for artistic expression in Tirkiye. The central theme of the event
promoting Quality was PhotoZine, a unique approach to photography, and it brought
Education and cultural together Dutch photographers Hedy van Erp and Arjen Zwart, both
diversity, the event publishers of Dog Food, to lead the workshops and discussions.
provided an opportunity
for a wide range of The workshops were designed for two groups: one consisting of art
participants to engage in educators and the other of art students and individuals who had not
an exchange that had access to formal art education. The aim was to expand creative
nurtured creativity and possibilities and foster professional exchanges between Dutch and

understanding of different
artistic cultures.

Turkish artists. The workshops included curatorial techniques and the
subtleties of PhotoZine production, a technique rarely practiced in
Turkiye. A public artist talk on 29th November 2024, was open to a
broader audience interested in the production of printed publications,
with a special focus on the integration of photography in cross-cultural
contexts.
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F Children's Theatre “Minoes”
_#Dance performance Enternasyonal Il

Theatre Play Coal Man

The Flying Dutchman Opera
Children’s Theatre “Ministry of Solutions”
Istanbul Fringe Festival — VLOED (FLoOD)

Mordem SoloFest
_‘“ ATTA Children’s Festival
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Children’s Theatre “Minoes”

Theatre production of ANNIE M.G. SCHMIDT’S “MINOES”

FEBRUARY

Sivas Gorsel Sanatlar ve Kiltlir Dernegi has been a trusted partner of
the Embassy and Consulate General of the Kingdom of the Netherlands.
In 2023, they performed a theatre play based on the Jip en Janneke
books throughout the Eastern regions of Tiirkiye. After the earthquake
of 6 february 2023, they showed great flexibility in changing their plans
to perform for children that were affected the most by the natural
disaster.

In 2024 they again brought an interpretation of a Dutch classic to the
Turkish stage with the aim of reaching rural children and positively
impacting their education.

Sivas Gorsel Sanatlar ve Kiltiir Dernegi is an institution that has been
constantly working to make art visible, especially in disadvantaged
regions. From the outset they have followed their “Art is everywhere”
ideology , making their voice heard throughout Tiirkiye and realizing
many successful projects over the last nine years.
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“There is a big gap in the field of
children's theater in our country.
That's why staging the right children’s
theater is of great importance.”

Sema Ciftgi

The Kedi Kiz Minus project transformed a piece of literature from Dutch
Writer Annie M.G.Schmidt, to the Turkish context bringing her writing
and pedagogical values to a new audience. The play was performed 24
times in 12 different regions including at rural Schools. Attendance was
free of cost and successfully attracted a large audience of children and
families. Alongside the performances, fairy tale books translated into
Turkish from Dutch Children's Literature were distributed free of charge
to children thereby further supporting access to education and
promoting reading habits from an early age whilst also introducing
people to a different cultural perspective and heritage.

This project aligned with elements of our key objectives 1 and 2 by
strengthening international exchange and sustainable cooperation using
expertise to preserve and provide access to culture whilst also
supporting activities that increase participation by a diverse and
especially young public.
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On average 700 children
(7-12 years) attended
each performance
meaning the tour
reached a total child
audience of
approximately 20,000.



Dance performance Enternasyonal lil

State Opera and ballet, MDT & Choreographer Tu Hoang
APR’24-JUNE’25

C. KOLTUR VE TURIZM BAKANLIGI In collaboration with the Ankara State Ballet Modern Dance Company,
MR BELE SrERs Ve amie | ] Dutch choreographer Tu Hoang participated in a contemporary dance
project featuring works by choreographers from various countries. The
project included four live performances of contemporary dance pieces,
showcasing artistic diversity and innovation. Tu Hoang worked closely
with the dancers of the Ankara State Ballet Modern Dance Company
through workshops and rehearsals, fostering creative collaboration and
cross-cultural learning. His Dutch-Vietnamese heritage added an
international dimension to the project, enriching the artistic experience
for both participants and audiences.

The project’s visibility was further amplified through social media
engagement, positioning the Netherlands as a nation that actively
promotes artistic exchange and innovative cultural initiatives. By
partnering with the Republic of Tirkiye State Opera and Ballet—an
institution with a rich history and leading role in Tirkiye’s cultural
landscape—this collaboration underscored the importance of cultural
dialogue and mutual understanding.
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Reflecting & looking ahead.

We would like to thank all of the amazing partners
and organisations with whom we collaborated in
this remarkable year. Without the enormous
dedication from so many people, these successes
would not have been possible. We worked
alongside several long-standing partners but also
enjoyed many new cooperations that helped us to
reach out across the country.

These relationships make our tasks for the coming
year both easier but also more difficult as we seek
to match the very high-level that these projects
reached. Looking forward we are pleased to once
again be supporting and be supported by some
familiar friends and organisations, but we are also
energised by the new requests and propositions
that continue to come our way.

Already we can share a glimpse of some of what is
to come in 2025....

e Children’s theatre across more than 20 locations
throughout Turkiye;

e Appearances by up-and-coming Dutch acts at
several diverse high-profile Turkish festivals;

e Significant intellectual thematic collaborations
bringing Dutch experts and expertise to events and
activities at renowed Turkish cultural organisations;
* Thought-provoking exhibitions;

e Valuable cultural network activities.

See you in 2025!
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