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Introduction by the Ambassador, H.E. Elsbeth Akkerman
It has been less than a month since I arrived in Maputo and
already I have the privilege to contribute to this 2nd Newsletter
of the Regional SRHR and HIV/AIDS Programme. So far what I
have learned confirms what I heard about the Programme: It is
meaningful and a must in the Region.
As we all know the world has changed dramatically since the onset
of the COVID-19 pandemic – socially, economically and in many
other ways. The pandemic reaffirmed that physical borders do not
stop transmissible diseases and therefore also require regional as
well as global cooperation.
I am very proud that the Government of the Netherlands puts
SRHR and HIV/AIDS in Southern Africa at the top of its priorities
for health and that the Dutch Embassy in Maputo is the lead
coordinator of the Regional Programme’s implementation for
the next four years.
I am most grateful for the commitment, dedication, and professionalism of all implementing partners in
making sure that our resources contribute to meeting the SRHR and HIV/AIDS needs of the most needed
and marginalized groups of people - the key populations – through sustainable changes on a national,
regional, and – ultimately - global level.
I am looking forward to learning more about the Programme and meeting our partners as well as the
people to whom the Programme is dedicated in the near future.

Introduction by the Deputy Head of Mission / Head
of Development Cooperation, Mr Maarten Rusch
I am very happy to give my contribution to the 2nd
Newsletter of the biggest portfolio of the Dutch Embassy
in Maputo.
The Ministry for Foreign Affairs in The Hague is investing
almost 68 million Euros in this Programme as we are
aware that Southern Africa is still the epicenter of the
HIV epidemic, and we note with concern the unfortunate
increase in the number of infections in young people and
in key populations.
As we all know the COVID-19 pandemic contributed to
the increase in child marriages, early pregnancies and
gender-based violence- mainly against young girls - making
this Programme even more relevant.

I have been involved in the programme before when I was posted in Zimbabwe from 2012 to 2015.
Since I arrived in Mozambique a year ago, I have had the opportunity to visit three projects of the
Regional SRHR and HIV/AIDS Programme. Just one example; when I was speaking to the LGBTIQ
beneficiaries of the Hands Off! project they confirmed that thanks to the project the relationships
with the local police, their community and sex workers in Beira have improved considerably.
The violence against them has diminished significantly and when something goes wrong the police acts
swiftly and in a proper way. Changing the lives of the most vulnerably group of people in the region is
what make us believe that the Netherlands is doing the right thing. And we wouldn’t be able to do this
without our strategic partners in the region. Thank you.

Introduction by Policy Officer for Sexual
Reproductive Health and Rights and HIV/AIDS
at the Dutch Embassy, Ms Fátima Aly
I am very happy to once again be part of this 2nd
Newsletter of the Second Phase of the Southern Africa
Regional SRHR& HIV/AIDS Programme.
Over the past year I have had the privilege to do
two field visits – one in Mozambique (Cabo Delgado
Province) and one in Zambia.
This deepened my understanding from my field visit
in the previous year, which was in Sofala.

During these visits I had the opportunity to see
five out of six projects: READY+, Hands Off!,
Skills2Live, Knows No Borders and My Choice/SYP.
Although I did not visit #WeBelong of UNDP I had the privilege to attend the meeting on Strengthening
Multisectoral Approaches for the Protection and Promotion of SRHR of Young Key and Vulnerable
Populations in Mozambique and I am excited that I will soon visit this project as well.
These field visits allowed me to see how much our strategic Implementing Partners have been able to
accomplish. Interacting with our beneficiaries showed me that we are doing the right thing in the exact
places where the needs are and for the most vulnerable groups in the population: in and out of school
youth; adolescent and young people living with HIV/AIDS; youth and vulnerable people; migrants, lesbian/
gay/bisexual/transgender/intersex and queer (LGBTIQ) groups; people who use drugs and sex workers.
I am aware that the needs are still huge. However, I believe we are in the right direction. So, let’s continue
our work and our effort to decrease the suffering of young vulnerable people and contribute to a better
future for young boys and girls because they are the future of the Region.

Fatima Aly and Els Klinkert
Policy officers at the NL Embassy in Maputo

Aidsfonds: The training manual ¨Religious
leaders and sex workers in Southern Africa¨

Under the Hands Off
programme, INERELA+,
the International Network of
Religious leaders Living with
or Personally Affected by HIV,
launched a training programme
and manual for religious leaders.
Because of their influential
position in communities in the
Hands Off countries, religious
leaders are in a unique position
to create a more supportive
environment for sex workers.
During the training, religious
leaders from the five Hands Off
countries (Botswana, South
Africa, Mozambique, Zambia,
and Zimbabwe) learn more
about the issues faced by sex
workers, sex workers’ rights,
how criminalisation of sex work
increases the risk of violence and
HIV infection.
The training also focuses on how
religious leaders can ensure the
human dignity of all members of
their community, including the
human dignity of sex workers.
The manual aims to support religious leaders to become agents of change and help eliminate stigma and
discrimination against sex workers within their faith communities.
Photo: Madelene Cronjé, 2021

For more information see: https://aidsfonds.org/news/training-religious-leaders-on-becoming-agents-ofchange-to-empower-sex-workers

New report available on community monitoring
of human rights violations against sex workers
During the 16 days of Activism campaign in November, the Hands Off programme published a report,
for the first time ever, on human rights violations against sex workers with the title All Human, All Equal.
Presenting data captured by the peer educators, human rights defenders, outreach workers, paralegals
and sex-worker focal points, that work within the Hands Off programme, the report highlights the need
for decriminalisation and increased funding to sex worker-led initiatives. The launch was accompanied
with an advocacy call to decriminalize sex work as soon as possible and the hashtags #DecrimSexWork
#16DaysOfActivism are being used by various parties and activists to promote this call and will form part
of the on-going campaign work we are implementing.
A glimpse of the data presented in the report shows an unacceptable number - 1786 – of human rights
violations against sex workers were reported from December 2020 until November 2021 (across 4 of our
5 programme countries as Zambia has not yet captured the data). Sex worker clients make up the largest
group of perpetrators of violence against sex workers (30%). Most of the violence experienced by sex
workers is physical violence (24%) and stigma and discrimination (24%). It is important to remember that
these data only present the visible portion of a largely invisible problem.
The COVID-19 pandemic has led to an increase in the challenge of reporting violations as restrictions limited
interactions between peer educators and first responders.

IOM Knows No Borders (KNB)

Over the past year, the KNB project reached 45 031 young vulnerable people, migrants and sex workers
with health education on sexuality, HIV/AIDS, STIs, pregnancy and contraception through door-to-door
visits and community events such as mobile clinics, outreach campaigns and community dialogues.
Across all countries, 356 change agents actively conducted health education on SRHR-HIV amongst
non-migrants, migrants, YVP and SWs.

The traditional leaders and delegates who attended the learning session in
Chipata Zambia, 3-7 May 2022

The project referred about 6 454 young vulnerable people, migrants and sex workers for health and
non-health services. Of the total 6 454 young vulnerable people, migrants and sex workers referred, 5 028
(78 per cent) received the SRHR and HIV services at the referral points. The services received included health
services such as HIV testing and counselling, antiretroviral therapy, ante-natal care, family planning, STI and
cervical cancer screening and treatment, sexual and gender-based violence support and non-health services
such as immigration, social welfare, counsellors and police. The project capacitated 217 individuals from
service provider organisations to deliver YVP and SWs responsive SRHR-HIV, GBV and related services.
The Knows no Borders Project (KNB!!) has formed partnerships with Traditional Leaders, Faith and Religious
Leaders, Governments and Communities in the six implementing countries. These structures are at different
levels in each of the six countries. IOM also deepened this work through the implementation of the first
regional exchange and learning session for traditional leaders for SADC countries: Chipata: From 3-7 May
2022, the first regional exchange and learning session for traditional leaders from six SADC countries
(Malawi, Eswatini, Lesotho, Mozambique, South Africa, and Zambia) was held in Chipata, Eastern Province,
Zambia, as part of the Knows no Borders programme, implemented by the International Organization for
Migration (IOM) and Save the Children International (SCI).

IOM Knows No Borders (KNB)

The exchange and learning session recognised that traditional leaders play an important role in
establishing and shaping the social norms and cultural values in society thereby contributing to the
achievement of universal SRH coverage goals and therefore the objectives of the Knows no Borders
programme and the regional SRHR and HIV programme in general. These kinds of interventions are
recognized as best practice in addressing the social and cultural barriers to SRH-HIV service access and
reducing GBV among the programme´s target groups.
The intended outcomes for the Chipata session was ‘to facilitate shared learning and knowledge exchange
among traditional leaders regarding their roles in adolescents’ HIV, SRH and human rights’ and to explore
how they ‘influence health-seeking behaviour and social change within their communities.’ At the end of the
learning session, traditional leaders identified key advocacy messages and made a declaration in which the
leaders called for:
•
•
•
•

An end to Child Marriages
An end to teenage pregnancies
An end to Gender-Based Violence (GBV) and Female Genital Mutilation
An end to discrimination and stigma in any form or manner

This work, implemented through the Knows no Borders programme, has already demonstrated its
effectiveness and specifically the value of involving traditional leaders. The introduction of Sexual and
Gender-Based Violence (SGBV) focal persons and a help desk at the traditional leader´s palace and the
involvement of the village headmen and chiefs are improving the identification, reporting and management
of SGBV cases as well as strengthening community feedback mechanisms. The Zambian Chiefdoms, that
were involved, for example, have formed different working committees and secretariats focusing on SRHR
issues and are establishing anti-GBV community programmes, including complaint and feedback referral
mechanisms.

IOM Knows No Border/
Young Africa
Recommendations in the Evaluation of the EKN regional HIV & SRHR programme confirmed the urgent need
for economic empowerment initiatives that target YVP because they are the most vulnerable. It is against
this backdrop, and in the spirit of fostering linkages and partnerships, amongst EKN partners that Young
Africa International and the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) decided to collaborate to
provide tailor-made vocational skills training and job placements in specific employment areas of the public
and private sector. With the skills and the prospect of employment, Young Africa and IOM expect to create
a strong complementary foundation with socio-economic alternatives for the targeted beneficiaries in order
to disrupt existing barriers to socio-economic transformation and consequently improve quality of life and
greater freedom of choice.
IOM will engage Young Africa as their vocational training partner from early 2023 and all the necessary
preparations are currently underway. Young Africa will train the Knows No Borders beneficiaries in Zambia
and Mozambique covering a total number of 260 beneficiaries: 80 from Mozambique (40 Maputo and 40
Tete) and 180 for Zambia. As part of the vocational training, Young Africa will also provide start-up kits and
post-training activities.

READY+
Important achievements have been realised by the programme in the last period. Two hundred and
ninety-three CATS have been trained and integrated in 134 health facilities across the four READY+
countries. Over 5,000 adolescents and young people have been reached with comprehensive and correct
information. Safe spaces for young people that identify as LGBTQIA were implemented. A further 8,357
AYPLHIV have been reached with peer-to-peer support led by the CATS. A total of1,096 young mothers have
been supported by young peer mothers and 856 of these young mothers participated in group safe spaces.
The READY+ manual for faith/religious leaders was developed and country level trainings have begun.
Further, sixty-five health care workers representing over 30 health facilities received training on
SRHR/HIV integration, youth friendly service delivery and clinic/community/community-based organisation
methodology. Thirty-six heath care workers have undertaken the Advocacy in Action training to support
all health facilities. Two hundred young people have been trained as advocates across all seven countries.
Y+ Global led the design and launch of the READY+ youth focused interventions as well as supporting the
programme inception activities in Angola. A total of 373 young people were referred to integrated skills
training through linkages with Skills2Live. Fourteen Internal Savings and Lending schemes (ISALs) have
been developed and will in turn support/mentor the formation of new groups in subsequent years.

Doing Development Differently: READY+´s sessions to
establish young people´s development agenda
As the international development agenda tackles greater accountability
and ownership of development solutions, READY+ is preparing to leverage
young people’s voices and agency to contribute to the ‘Doing Development
Differently (DDD) agenda’, also referred to as ‘Decolonising Development’.
At the core of DDD is the emerging focus on building resilient young people
to lead and implement impactful health and development programmes
avoiding the pitfall highlighted by Tumie Komanyane from Frontline AIDS who
observed that, “We must be careful of youth tokenism disguised as youth
participation”. This takes forward the work undertaken by READY+ whose
portfolio of programmes has for years been at the forefront of innovation
and practice in the youth and HIV space.

DDD-session at the IAS 2022, Montreal.
Photo by Frontline AIDS

This has resulted in thousands of young people living with HIV being reached
through integrated programmes.

Following on the “nothing for us without us mantra”, the DDD-session at the International AIDS conference
in July in Montreal, Canada, created space for dialogue and brought together experts, development partners, government ministers and young people to share their experiences, learning and evidence generated
from various youth centred projects, including READY+. This event unpacked the dynamics of development
approaches in the HIV and AIDS field over the past three decades by taking participants on a journey of
youth programming and funding from the 1990s to 2022.
The importance of this initiative was emphasised by Mr Maarten Rusch (EKN Head of Cooperation and
acting Chargé d ’Affairs) who noted with concern the reports of the increased number of infections in young
people and in key populations, and the twin pandemics of gender-based violence and HIV. These challenges
are exacerbated by the issue of enduring inequalities, especially of young people from the global South,
accessing critical decision-making spaces in the AIDS response.

UNDP

WeBelongAfrica Young Key Populations Inclusion Initiative (WBAYKP) is a regional project that mainly focuses on
ensuring the inclusion of young key populations in important national processes affecting their sexual and reproductive
health and rights.

Since its launch in July 2021, WBAYKP implemented several activities which positions it well towards
achieving its objectives. These include the development of baseline reports, producing strategic options
papers and undertaking stakeholder mapping to guide the interventions that will be undertaken with the
priority sectors i.e., health, justice, youth, and gender. The project is also finalizing important instruments
for project implementation such as the thematic sectoral handbooks for decision makers and a guide for
youth led digital advocacy campaign.
The project is also contributing to significant changes at national and regional levels. In Angola,
WBAYKP provided technical assistance to the Ministry of Social Action, Family and Empowerment
of Women (MASFAMU) to integrate LGBTI-related indicators in the Conceptual and Institutional
frameworks of the Gender Observatory in Angola (OGA).
In Zimbabwe, WBAYKP contributed to the adoption of two UPR recommendations by the government,
through its technical assistance to Trans and Intersex Rise Zimbabwe (TIRZ) who made an oral submission
at the Zimbabwe Human Rights Commission. In Mozambique, the project provides support to the Ministries
of Justice and Interior to develop specific strategies for protection and promotion of the rights of key
populations.

Bridging the Digital Divide - Young key populations led digital advocacy on SRHR
The COVID-19 pandemic demonstrated that
digital technology could enhance or undermine
vulnerability depending on how we respond to
the associated disruptions.
Where there was adequate skills and access
to robust digital technology this assists to
ensure that the voices of young vulnerable
people continue to be heard among the many
competing priorities, however conversly lack of
access to technology and limited know-how and
skills had the effect of limiting their engagement
and inclusion.
A two-day meeting was organized for young people from Angola, Mozambique, Zambia and Zimbabwe by
the WeBelongAfrica project in South Africa from June 30 to July 1, 2022. This meeting aimed to address this
challenge of the digital divide in order to sustain the inclusion of YKPs through YKP led digital advocacy.
At the meeting young people reviewed the experience in the SADC region, discussed the main elements of
a YKP-led advocacy strategy/plan, and identified a range of safe digital platforms for dissemination of young
key populations-led advocacy messages. Through a highly interactive and participatory process the young
people acquired practical skills on message designing and delivering, mapping the digital space, assessing
and responding to online safety and security risks. The participants also developed action plans to test
these skills on actual SRHR issues in their respective countries.

UNDP/READY+
Young People’s Voice in the Global SRHR Discourse - Pre-AIDS 2022 Regional Consultation
The International AIDS Conference that is
held every two years is a landmark event to
discuss recent developments in science, review
progress in the HIV response, share lessons across
countries and regions and advocate for the rights
of communities.
The event brings together thousands of
practitioners, community leaders, activists,
academics, government leaders and development
partners. Despite the importance of this global
platform, however, representatives of community
groups in general and vulnerable communities such
as key populations often face multiple challenges
in participating in the platform, learn from it and
make their voices heard.
Young people face even more challenges due to the resource limitations they have but also the lack
of agency and the impact of visa regimes of host countries. The 2022 International AIDS Conference
followed the same pattern and faced even more restrictions than previous conferences. To partially offset
this challenge UNDP and Frontline AIDS collaborated in organizing a youth pre-conference workshop in
Pretoria that brought together fifty-two young people and partners from eight countries to discuss their
current challenges, voice their needs and perspectives about HIV/AIDS as well as broader sexual and
reproductive health and rights, and shape the African Youth HIV agenda for AIDS2022.
Over three days the young people made intensive discussions and produced an Outcome Statement,
which put forward a set of messages on their priority demands, to be shared at the IAC.
The statement calls on governments, parliamentarians, intergovernmental agencies,
civil society, academia, and private sector partners to ensure that:
•
•
•
•
•

Young people have access to a range of quality sexual and reproductive
health and HIV services.
Legal barriers to young people’s participation and access to services are removed.
Communities uphold the rights of young people living with HIV and young
key populations and counter stigma and discrimination.
Young people are supported to participate in all aspects of decision-making
ethically and meaningfully.
Young migrant and cross-border communities are prioritized.

The outcome statement was shared
in various platforms at the Conference
including in pre-conference events organized
by UNDP and the READY movement.

UNFPA

A focus on Angola: Technology and Innovative Partnerships: Ministry of Youth and
Sports launches Oi Kambas App on TV Zimbo

Dr. Kikas Machado, Ministry of Youth and Sports, Lisdalia Jacinto UNFPA, Igor Benza Tv Zimbo, Diandra Costa UNFPA,
Braulio Silva Oi Kambas App. Photo Credit: UNFPA Angola

The Ministry of Youth and Sports (MINJUD), in partnership with the United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA), within the framework of the Youth Safeguard Program (SYP), developed the mobile application,
Oi Kambas. This is a free mobile application that aims to use educational methods to inform young people
about various topics of interest to young people related to Health and Well-Being, Sexuality, Relationships,
their Bodies and Sexual and Reproductive Health. The application can be used without using the internet as
80% of the information is available in offline mode.
Oi Kambas users can access information about the health units closest to them, expand and test their
knowledge, receive and share doubts and opinions in a confidential and secure way, as well as use the
functionality of personal health and menstrual cycle management. The App is based on the Health/YouthCONNECT platform and is available on Google Play for all Android users in Angola.
The project was launched on the programme ‘’A Tarde é Nossa’’ – “ The afternoon is Ours” , which was
aired nationally on TV Zimbo by the National Director for Youth Policies, Dr. Kikas Machado. Dr Machado
observed that this app will help to promote the engagement and knowledge of young people on topics
appropriate to their needs. The programme ‘’A Tarde é Nossa’’ will now have a weekly section about Oi
Kambas and is the result of the partnership between MINJUD, UNFPA and TV Zimbo.

Angola: Good Menstrual Health Management
(MHM) enables women and girls to exercise and
enjoy human rights on the basis of equality.
UNFPA is implementing programmes in Angola to generate evidence to support the creation of national
policies that promote menstrual health to keep girls in school and delay their first pregnancy. The Training of
Trainers on Menstrual Health Management in Angola began in 2020, within the context of great uncertainty
created by the COVID-19 pandemic. The training is held with technicians – thus far 56 - from various
government sectors and activists from Civil Society Organizations were trained in workshops with the
intention of reaching 3000 girls and 3000 boys and providing them with information on menstrual health
and products.
The training seeks to help adolescent girls to develop power and autonomy over their bodies, while
involving boys in the fight against stigma and taboos through the development of a culture of mutual
respect. The training is a result of a strong and healthy Partnership between UNFPA, the Government of
Angola, Civil Society Organizations and Be Girl Inc.
In June 2022, the third of the Train of Trainers (ToT) sessions was held, and the first in-person training
post the pandemic, was held under the Youth Safeguarding Programme (SYP), with trainers coming from
Mozambique. This training is captured in the following picture:

Practical lessons on Menstrual Hygiene and Management with boys. Photo Credit: Isenta Communications-UNFPA Angola.

Reflecting on a visit to the Safeguard Young People Project (SYP) in Zambia
The SYP project is implemented by the UNFPA Regional Office and was initiated in November 2013.
The project was supported by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) The Embassy
of the Kingdom of the Netherlands (EKN) joined the programme in 2021 allowing the programme to be
implemented in an additional two countries. The programme supports laws and policy reforms in favour of
Adolescent Sexual Reproductive Health and Rights (ASRHR), promoting the development of evidence-based
policies, improving integrated delivery of youth-friendly HIV and other sexual and reproductive health (SRH)
services, expanding Comprehensive Sexuality education (CSE) in and out of schools, and enhancing youth
participation and empowerment.

Demonstration of CSE class at Primary School & UNFPA-ESARO representative in Q&A session

The team from EKN-MAP, represented by Fatima Aly, went on a visit to the SYP Project in Zambia in June
2022 and shared their reflections about what they had seen. During the visit the team travelled to Kabwe
District and held a joint visit at the Provincial Health office with both, the Education and Health Sector.
The team also visited Kapiri Mposhi District and met with the District Health authorities. In Kabwe District
the team went to Kalonga Secondary School and in Kapiri Mposhi District the team visited Kapiri Mposhi
Primary School where the Programme has trained teachers in CSE who trained and oriented other teachers
at the school on teaching methodologies of Comprehensive Sexuality Education (CSE) as well as provided
CSE textbooks and IEC materials.
CSE has since been taught and a CSE Club established at the school with 50 active members. The school
in Kabwe District has also been working closely with Mahatma Gandi Clinic where referrals for services
are made when students need family planning. These combined activities contribute to a decrease in the
number of early pregnancies. The team also visited Lukomba Health facility, which also works to reduce
teenage pregnancy.

Demonstration of CSE class at Secondary School

Messages on SRH and HIV/AIDS at Health Facility in Kapiri
Mposhi Urban Clinic

Reflections on the My Choice Project: Chiúre
(Mozambique)

Meeting with mentors

The EKN-MAP team went to visit the My Choice project
in Chiúre in February 2022 in the Cabo Delgado Province.
They had the opportunity to meet with some of the
105 girls and 44 boys mentors that were trained. These
mentors then have a target to reach 30 girls or boys per
quarter and run awareness sessions in safe spaces on
different themes.

This interaction with peer girls and boys includes leisure time, playing football and handball.
This work is done in coordination with a nurse and themes include FP, child marriage, Sexually Transmitted
Infections, HIV and others.
During the visit the team heard success stories of peers who developed self-esteem and recovered from
drugs, child marriages, girls who are now back at school and university and found opportunities in the
labour market. In addition, the team was told about parents of mentors who are proud of their children and
are supportive in helping them to reach more girls and boys. Parents of Taibo Issufo, a boy mentor, observe
that they are happy to see the result of his work helping other boys in the community and schools. They
commented that he has also personally changed his behaviour and that now he helps his sisters with house
duties and also does other tasks that he had previously not done. Taibo Issufo expressed the view that,
“with My Choice project I was born again”.

Young Africa
Day of celebration and Jubilation-Skills2Live graduation day 2022
Since the start of phase 2 of the Skills 2 Live project in 2021 to date, Young Africa has managed to train 2300
young vulnerable people in Mozambique, Zambia and Zimbabwe at its centres and mobile training sites.
These young people have been trained in a various market-informed trades such as electrical installation,
motor vehicle maintenance, customs clearance, cosmetology to mention but a few.
Of these 2300 YVP, 65% are now economically active and are earning some form of income which has
improved their livelihood. Of the 65% that are economically active 32% have started their own small
enterprises while 68% are in full-time and part-time paid employment. Of those who are not yet earning
an income, the vast majority reported that they feel confident and positive about their future.
Also, worth noting is that, there has been an increase in the number of young people accessing services at
our Wellness Centres. On average in the 3 countries, the demand for services at the Wellness Centres has
increased by 60%, with a plausible 83% in completed referrals.

Graduation

After 2 years of failing to host graduation ceremonies due to the COVID-19 induced lockdowns, the Young
Africa (YA)- Skills2Live graduation ceremonies were back again. A total of 1752 young vulnerable people
graduated across the 3 programme countries (Mozambique, Zambia, and Zimbabwe). These were the students who were trained in 2021 in various trades such as civil construction, catering, motor mechanics and
hairdressing to mention a few. Some graduation day reactions from the young people:

“This is the happiest moment in my life...Who ever thought, I will be mechanic. After spending 4 years of
my life roaming around the streets, all I could do was to drink alcohol and smoke marijuana. I can openly
confess that I was a nuisance to the community because at times with my friends, we would steal from
people just so we buy drugs…but having enrolled at YA and receiving life skills education and skills training, I
made a decision to change my life and today I feel so proud of myself” - Jose, Mechanic student at YA Mozambique
“Now, I can regard myself as a professional chef…after completing my attachment at Nando’s, I was offered
a permanent position of junior Chef. It’s now 5 months on the job and I can now take care of my child.
This graduation is just a cherry on top of the cake, otherwise I am more than gratify to YA for empowering
me with skills” - Juliet, Catering student at YA Zambia

Photo Young Africa

Photo Young Africa: Bee farming protective clothing
done by the tailoring students in Gorongoza

Skills2Live does change lives!
In Gorongoza, Mozambique, 12 of the students who were trained in tailoring have produced protective
clothing for the Gorongoza National Park bee farming project. With only 3 months of training, all the
students are already earning an income, an average of between MZN15000 - 25000 a month. Which has
gone a long way in enabling them to support their families.
In Cabo Delgado, Mozambique,
7 students who were internally
displaced people (IDPs’) (due to the
extremism violence) from the areas
of Palma and Macomia enrolled for
the civil construction course as part
of the Skills2Live-programme. As
part of their practical lessons, they
constructed a blair toilet in one of
the schools in IDP settlements.
The students were also engaged
by the health authorities in the
construction of a clinic and house
for health workers.

Young Africa. Construction in
progress!

Construction students in front the
bathrooms they built and offered to the
school shown in the other picture

With the hands- on experience gained in the programme they have been contracted through their master
craftsperson to construct twenty-one houses in the Merrupa settlement camp. Work is underway and each
student is expected to earn about MZN 100000.00 by the time they finish construction of the houses.

UNDP/UNFPA
Learning for Action - Understanding and Addressing Organized Opposition to SRHR
of Vulnerable Young People in the SADC Region
UNDP and the Embassy of the Kingdom of The Netherlands (EKN) in Mozambique organized the second
session on understanding and addressing organized opposition to sexual and reproductive health and rights
(SRHR) of vulnerable young people in the SADC region.
The event, which was the second in a series, is a follow up to
a similar event organized in November 2021. The first session
focused on a general overview and understanding of the nature
and dynamics of the opposition to SRHR and identified a list of
areas that need to be discussed and explored further by the EKN
implmenting partners and allies in the region.
The specific focus of the second learning session was on
identifying existing experiences on monitoring the opposition
including the use of digital platforms. Experiences were shared
on various topics including tracking the opposition regionally and
globally, developing an early warning system through social media
monitoring and basic investigation methods in monitoring
the opposition.

The movie was banned in Kenya
but is available on-line

The discussions conducted, and the lessons drawn from the series, is generating considerable interest
among practitioners, civil society organizations, and academia beyond the EKN implementing partners.
UNDP shared these insights from the learning events at a meeting of the Love Alliance global project and
will make similar inputs to a meeting being organized by the Global Network of Sex Worker Projects (NSWP).
The International Development Studies also showed interest for collaboration on research in a similar topic.
The third session of the series is planned to be held in early 2023.

Participants of the EKN Regional Partners Meeting, September 2022

