
Electronic vehicles (EV’s)
In 2016, the number of registered vehicles in Thailand stood at 
more than 37 million. Around 40% concerned cars and trucks, 
while 50% are two-wheelers. In 2014, 60,000 electric hybrid pas-
senger cars and only 8,000 battery electric motorcycles were regis-
tered in Thailand. Government Agencies and Branch Associations 
have the ambition to promote the production and usage of elec-
tric vehicles. 

Thailand’s Alternative Energy Development Plan 2012-2021 inclu-
des a renewable energy target of 25% of total energy consumption 
by 2021 (currently 8%). EV is viewed as a significant supporter 
towards the plan’s ambitions. The Thai Alternative Energy 
Development Committee drafted a “Electric Vehicle Promotion 
Plan for Thailand”. The Thai cabinet approved the plan in March 
2015 and requested the Board of Investment (BOI) to further 
explore the potential of Thailand as a production hub for EVs wit-
hin the year. As a result, the Electric Vehicle Association of Thailand 
was formed by knowledge institutes and private organizations. At 
the moment, there is a second-round tender for the charging sta-
tion subsidies program taking place.

Besides the target under the Energy Efficiency Plan (2015-2036) of 
the Ministry of Energy to increase the number of electric vehicles 
by 1.2 million in 2036, the Ministry of Science and Technology has 
published a roadmap for electric vehicle and charging infrastruc-
ture (2014-2019). This roadmap is approved by the Thai govern-
ment and includes the promotion of Thailand as a production hub 
of EV parts.  

In addition, in January 2016 a new excise tax system was introdu-
ced, supporting the sale and production of eco-friendly vehicles. 
The excise tax on eco-cars emitting less CO2 than 100 grams per 
kilometre, came down from 17% to 12-14%, whereas the 10% exci-
se tax on hybrid vehicles remains in place. Vehicles emitting more 
than 200 grams CO2 per kilometre of are taxed up to 40%. 

Charging infrastructure
Currently, there are only 16 public quick electric vehicle chargers in 
Bangkok. Six of these are from PTT Public Company Limited and 
10 of them are from the Metropolitan Electricity Authority (MEA). 
The National Science and Technology Development Agency 
(NSTDA) and the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand 
(EGAT) are jointly conducting research and development of electric 
vehicles related issues, namely technical, support infrastructure 
and even policy. They underlined the need of an electric infrastruc-
ture to accommodate EVs. Such a smart grid - using digital techno-
logy to improve the efficiency of electricity network - will play an 
important role for the development of system infrastructure in the 
near future.

Besides providing technology and expertise on electronic vehicles, 
the development of the electric infrastructure provides interesting 
opportunities for Dutch companies active in this area. In the 
Netherlands the number of EVs reached 70,000 at the end of 2015 
and within five years, the number of public charging stations in the 
Netherlands grew from zero to over 7,000.

Business support
The Netherlands Embassy in Bangkok offers active support to 
Dutch companies interested in doing business in Thailand. If your 
company is in need of support, do not hesitate to contact us.

Other relevant organisations
• Netherlands Enterprise Agency (RVO.nl)
• Board of Investment (BOI)
• The Netherland-Thai Chamber of Commerce (NTCC)
• MKB Thailand
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E-Mobility in Thailand
Thailand’s electric vehicle market is slowly starting to bloom. As the second economy of Southeast Asia 
with a population of almost 70 million people, a major automotive industry and government incentives to 
promote e-mobility, Thailand is providing interesting opportunities for Dutch businesses.
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