
Don Bertino 
Assignment: 131st AAA Gun Battalion 
Battles: Battle of the Bulge 
Rank during the War: Private First Class 
 

Mr. Bertino was drafted in the U.S. Army right after high school in 1943.  
Private Bertino attended training at Fort Bliss, TX; Camp Polk, LA, and 
Camp Livingston.  His MOS was 90 mm anti-aircraft specialist. 
 
PFC Bertino’s unit was attached to many units during the war including 5th 
Army, 9th Army, and 3rd Army under Patton.  From August 1944 to 
February 1946, he served in France, Belgium, Luxembourg, Holland and 
Germany. 
 

Anecdote: One thing he remembers most about Holland was the mud.  
Mud was everywhere!  And in the winter it just got worse.  He wore the 
same boots until the day General Eisenhower arrived to chat with the 
troops.  From only 50 feet away PFC Bertino heard a soldier complain 
about the lack of footwear.  Within a day a crate arrived with boots for the 
whole company. 

 
Towards the end of the war, Bertino was on guard duty in various German 
cities.  At one point his unit was in charge of 10,000 German prisoners.  

Bertino remembers the shock of seeing German soldiers as young as 13 and old as 70.   
 
After the war Bertino stayed in the Reserves and National Guard.  The Guard called him back for Korea.  
He left the military as a Tech Sergeant (the equivalent of a Sergeant First Class). 
 
He was 19 years old when he entered the European Theater of the war and this year will be 91 years old.   
  



Roy Hanna 

Assignment: HHC/3rd BN/504th PIR/ 82nd Airborne Div. 
Battles: Sicily (airborne), Salerno Beach, Anzio, Operation Market Garden, Nijmegen, Battle of the Bulge,  
Awards: Distinguished Service Cross (Anzio) 
Rank during the War: First Lieutenant  
 

Mr. Roy Hanna enlisted in US Army Oct. 18, 1940, in the 28th Infantry 
Division of the Pennsylvania National Guard. He was told that he could 
avoid the draft, by enlisting for one year, but Pearl Harbor changed 
that.  After attaining the rank of Staff Sergeant, he decided to become 
an officer.  While attending OCS at Fort Benning, he saw the airborne 
school next door and felt inspired to volunteer.  He was accepted. 
 
Lt. Roy Hanna was a platoon leader of a machine gun platoon in HHC, 
3rd Battalion, 504th Parachutist Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne 
Division. In July 1943, he jumped into Sicily.  From there his unit 
invaded Salerno and continued north through San Pietro and then to 
Anzio.  During that mission, 1LT Hanna’s unit came under attack and 
suffered heavy losses.  He reorganized his company to conduct a 

diversionary attack against overwhelming odds.  Hanna, shot through the lung and collapsing several 
time, continued to lead the attack and inspired his men to continue the attack.  For that feat he was 
awarded the Distinguished Service Cross. 
 
After only 61 days of hospitalization, 1LT rejoined his unit in England in time for Operation Market 
Garden.  During that campaign, 3rd Battalion is unit had to cross the Waal River near Nijmegen in canvas 
boats and in broad daylight.  Hanna remembers his unit lost 48 men in that crossing.  But they 
successfully captured the bridge and secured their area.  Overall Operation Market Garden was a failure 
and 1LT Hanna along with the 504th moved on through Belgium and fought in the Battle of the Bulge. 
 
Towards the end of the war, 1LT Hanna had enough points that he was able to fly home instead of 
occupying Berlin.  He had 267 days of front line duty.  Hanna stayed in the Reserves and made Captain 
before leaving the military. 
 
After the war, Mr. Hanna played golf and started a dairy processing business in North Carolina. 
 
He will be 99 years old in September. 
  



James “Maggie” Megellas 
Assignment: H Company, 3rd Battalion, 504th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82d Airborne Division 
Battles: Normandy, Operation Market Garden (Nijmegen), Battle of the Bulge,  
Awards: Distinguished Service Cross (Nijmegen), 2 Silver Stars (Battle of the Bulge), among others 
Rank during the War: First Lieutenant  

 
 James “Maggie” Megellas was born and raised in Fond du Lac, 
Wis., a son of Greek immigrant parents and a proud member of 
the city’s ethnic Greek community, attended Fond du Lac public 
schools and graduated from Ripon College in 1942. 
 
Megellas accepted a commission as a second lieutenant, infantry, 
U.S. Army, upon graduation at Ripon College and began his 
service in World War II.  Four years later, Megellas was 
acknowledged as the most decorated officers in the acclaimed 
82nd Airborne Division and was discharged with the rank of 
captain.  He retired with the rank of lieutenant colonel. 
 

His awards include the Distinguished Service Cross, two Silver Stars, two Purple Hearts, Presidential 
Citation with Cluster, the Belgium Fouragere, six campaign stars and Master Parachutist Badge. 
 
He was selected by General James Gavin, the commanding general of the 82nd Airborne Division, to 
receive the Military Order of Wilhelm Orange Lanyard from the Dutch Minister of War in Berlin in 1945. 
Megellas is the first American to be honored with the award by the government of Holland. 
 
Megellas fought in the Italian and Western European Campaign, as a platoon leader. While still a 1st 
Lieutenant, he was named Company Commander of H Company, 3rd Battalion, 504th Parachute Infantry 
Regiment (PIR) in the waning days of the war. 
 
His most notable battle experiences include action in the Italian mountains near the Anzio beachhead, 
his combat jump into Holland as part of Operation Market Garden, crossing of the Waal River under 
heavy German fire in broad daylight, and the Battle of the Bulge in January of 1945, when he 
singlehandedly destroyed a German Mark V Panther Tank and led his platoon to one of the most 
distinctive actions of the war, without a single American casualty. 
 
He finished World War II in the occupation of Berlin and led his company, the only company with which 
he served during all of his Word War II service, down Fifth Avenue in New York City in the January 1946 
Victory Parade. 
 
Megellas served in the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) for 32 years, with 
assignments in Yemen, Panama, South Vietnam and Colombia. 
 



During his assignment with USAID, he served two years in Vietnam, leading 4,000 soldiers and civilians 
from Vietnam and other nations in civil military relations. For this mission, he received the National 
Chieu Hoi Medal and the Psychological Warfare Medal from the South Vietnamese government. 
 
His autobiographical best-seller, “All the Way to Berlin: A Paratrooper at War in Europe,” published in 
2003, provides a riveting chronicle of his firsthand experiences as a young infantry leader and those of 
his fellow combat soldiers in his outfit. 
 
In 2006 at the age of 89, Megellas visited the modern-day version of his World War II outfit, the 504th 
Parachute Infantry Regiment, then serving in Afghanistan along the Pakistani border. He shared with 
them his book, “All the Way to Berlin,” and his continuing message of military service. 
 
He has returned to Afghanistan two times since then — at Christmas in 2007 and in September of 2008 
— to meet with soldiers and encourage the efforts of U.S. military personnel. 
 
Megellas has been honored a number of times in recent years for his service to community and the 
nation. 
 

• In July of 2008, The Fond du Lac County Veterans Memorial Building in the city where he was 
born was named in his honor. 

 
• In 2010, he was honored by the nation of Holland for his incomparable valor there during World 

War II; and he received the National Society Daughters of the American Revolution Medal of 
Honor in Washington, D.C. 

 
• In 2011, a charitable foundation in Arizona was set up in his name, The James Megellas 

Foundation, Inc. Most of the activity of the foundation has been directed to benefit Arizona 
schools.  

 
Megellas and his World War II service are subjects of a newly released documentary film titled 
“Maggie’s War: A True Story of Courage, Leadership and Valor in World War II.” The film premiered in 
his hometown in September 2012. 
 
Nearing the century mark, Megellas now lives in Colleyville, Texas with his loving wife and general 
manager, Carole.  “Maggie” continues to travel and lecture whenever called upon. It’s his mission. 
  



Thomas Moffatt Burriss  
Assignment: HHC, 3rd Battalion, 504th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82d Airborne Division 
Battles: Sicily (airborne), Salerno Beach, Anzio, Operation Market Garden (Nijmegen), Battle of the Bulge 
Awards: Silver Star (Nijmegen) 
Rank during the War: Captain 

 Mr. Thomas Moffatt Burriss commissioned in the Army Reserve in 
1940.  He was called to Active Duty in January 1942, three weeks 
after Pearl Harbor.  1LT Moffatt Burriss was the Battalion S-2 when 
the 504th arrived in North Africa. After their first combat jump was 
into Sicily in July 1943, HHC/3rd Battalion continued through the 
Italian mountains until they reached Anzio.  At this point Moffatt 
Burriss remembers that his unit went in with 129 men and within a 
week only thirteen remained.  

Although serving in combat for one year, 3rd Battalion missed D-
Day because they did not have enough replacements.  Moffatt 
Burriss was promoted to Captain and shared commanding duties 

until the other captain was relieved and 3rd BN joined Operation Market Garden. 

During the Waal River crossing and subsequent battle, CPT Moffatt Burriss led 30 men under open terrain and 
enemy fire to capture the bridge and hold it until British armored units arrived. He killed 15 Germans and took 100 
Germans prisoner.  For his courage and leadership, he was awarded the Silver Star.  When the British Captain Lord 
Peter Carrington refused to continue to Arnhem as planned, CPT Moffatt called him a “yellow-livered coward”. 

After Market Garden, he served in the Battle of the Bulge and then Belgium. It was there that they liberated the 
prisoners at the Wobbelin Concentration Camp. This camp held the family of one of his soldiers, an Austrian Jew 
who escaped Europe several years earlier. Unfortunately, the family had been put to death just days before the 
504th’s  arrival.  CPT Moffatt Burriss made the townspeople bury the dead.  

After Belgium, Moffatt and the 504th crossed the Rhine but were stopped before they could reach Berlin, as the 
Russians were allowed to take Berlin.  

Anecdote: Although prevented from nearing Berlin, CPT Moffatt Burriss was still determined to see city - grabbing 
a jeep and two other men he headed out. After driving 40 miles, the three men ran into a German armored corps 
leaving Berlin – hundreds of tanks and 15,000 troops. Moffatt approached an English speaking Captain, telling the 
man he was there to accept their surrender.  The German officer balked, to which Moffatt added that they could 
surrender to him or to the Russians behind them.  After a quick conference of between several officers, a three-
star general approached Moffatt and drew a pistol to his chest.  The general then turned it around and offered his 
surrender. This was quite the surprise to Moffatt’s superior officer, COL Tucker, when they arrived back at the 
American base. Moffatt’s response: “So do you want me to take him back?”  

Moffatt did get to see Berlin.  25 miles from the city he met with the Russians and had a party with them.  One of 
the Russian Colonels took him on a ride where Moffatt saw nothing but rubble.  From May to September 1945, the 
men with few points were shipped to the Pacific Theater.  By the time the ship returned for Moffatt and the other 
men with high points, the bomb had dropped and the war was over. 

After the war, Moffatt served 16 ½ years in the Reserves and retired as a Major.  He started a commercial 
construction company and spent 13 years in the South Carolina legislature. He lives near Columbia, South Carolina.  
He wrote Strike and Hold: A Memoir of the 82nd Airborne in World War II. 

*On the 50th Anniversary of Market Garden Mr. Moffatt Burriss jumped into Nijmegen, he was 75 years old at the 
time.  On the 65th Anniversary at age 95, his family wouldn’t let him jump.  This year he will be 96 years old.  



James Rigas 
Assignment: 505th PIR, 82nd Airborne Div. 
Battles: Normandy, Operation Market Garden (Nijmegen), Battle of the Bulge 
Award: French Legion of Honor (May 2005) 
Rank during the War: Staff Sergeant 

 
When the war broke out Mr. Rigas was in college and given the option 
to join the army immediately or finish school and have a special 
assignment.  He chose to stay and after graduation in December 1942, 
was assigned to the intelligence section with training first at Camp 
Devin, MA, and then Camp Ritchie, MD for Army intelligence school.  
 
Rigas went to London, England for advanced training with British 
intelligence for photo interpreting, combat intelligence, and 
reconnaissance.  It was at time that where he found himself in the 
82nd Airborne with General Gavin's staff in the G-2 Section. His 
responsibilities included determining the landing and drop zones for 
the Normandy invasion. On the night of June 6th, Rigas jumped into 

Normandy and landed just outside of St. Mere Eglise. It was his first jump out of any aircraft. After 
helping secure St. Mere Eglise, he went into the house directly to the right of the church, removing a 
Nazi flag that hung from the second balcony. He kept the flag and brought it home, storing it in a box in 
the attic. Years later he sold the house completely forgetting about the flag. 
 
When the division was pulled out of France, he was sent to British jump school to get his mandatory five 
jumps in before becoming a paratrooper. He jumped into Holland and fought at Nijmegen and the Battle 
of the Bulge.  
 

In his own words: “In Normandy, I assisted in maintaining the O/B, and on several occasions I made 
several forward recons for intelligence collection: several included some fire fights. In the Netherlands, I 
was in Nijmegen and Krosbeek(?)  My assignment in Nijmegen was O/B, forward recon observer 
involving troop and tank locations across the Nijmegen Bridge. These incursions involved some combat 
fights. I participated in the Battle of the Bulge and then on to the Elbe river to meet the Soviet troops, 
and then on Berlin for six month occupation duties.” 

 
Following the war Mr. Rigas went back to school, later joining the U.S. Navy serving 30 years in Naval 
Intelligence. 
 
His home town is Leesburg, VA. 


