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Expo Live : Frequently Asked Questions 

What is Expo Live? 

Expo Live is a Euro 100 million programme that aims to create partnerships, and incentivise 

new solutions that could benefit the lives of millions of people around the world. 

Starting in 2016, Expo Live will offer Innovation Impact Grants to support projects in the 

areas of Opportunity, Mobility and Sustainability. 

What are Expo Live’s objectives? 

1. Innovation – spurring and accelerating innovation while also sharing results and 

generating the inspirational content that will enrich learning during Expo 2020 Dubai. 

2. Impact – finding and supporting the innovative solutions that will have a 

transformative impact at a grassroots level, meaning that we find better solutions with 

greater social impact, earlier. 

3. Partnership – encouraging innovators and other solution-seekers to work together in 

new ways across the traditional boundaries of disciplines, sectors, regions, cultures and 

institutions.  

4. Engagement – ensuring that the journey between now and 2020 involves hands-on 

collaboration and a true ‘connecting of minds’ around Expo’s subthemes. 

What is the Expo Live Grant Programme about? 

The Expo Live Grant Programme, an initiative of Expo Dubai 2020 LLC, will fund novel and 

innovative solutions that encapsulate the spirit of the theme Connecting Minds, Creating the 

Future. The focus areas for funding are the subtheme areas of Opportunity, Mobility and 

Sustainability.   

Successful applicants will demonstrate how new innovations, or the innovative application of 

existing solutions, could lead to impressive impacts at community level. Potential for 

replication or scaling-up of solutions and impacts are important.   

Funding levels will depend on the stage of maturity of a project, its intended duration, and 

the extent of its impacts. 
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Who can apply? 

We’re looking for innovators and inventors with great ideas to develop and share - 

regardless of whether you are a social enterprise; small entrepreneur; university, research or 

educational body; not-for-profit foundation; private company or public-private partnership; 

government institution or public association; non-governmental organization; community-

based or grassroots group. 

How to apply? 

Applicants for an Innovation Impact Grant should visit our website: 

www.expo2020dubai.ae/expolive 

There, applicants will complete a registration process, and submit a short abstract explaining 

the challenge they are tackling, and the solution they propose. These abstracts will be 

assessed by an evaluation panel. Shortlisted applicants will be requested to submit a full 

proposal. 

What are the focus areas for grant activities? 

The focus areas for innovative solutions under each subtheme are deliberately kept broad to 

ensure maximum inclusion and to allow creative ideas from across the world to emerge. 

Innovation can come from anywhere. The aim of Expo Live is to identify and support ideas 

that have the potential to benefit communities by encouraging innovators and other 

solution-seekers to work together in new ways.  

The subthemes of Opportunity, Mobility and Sustainability reflect the timeless drivers of 

progress that continue to inspire people, organisations and nations in their endeavours to 

create a better future.    

› Opportunity is about unlocking the potential of individuals and communities to shape a 

better future. Within the subtheme of Opportunity, we aim to bring to life our distinct and 

collective efforts to allow people and communities to realize their potential in a fast-

changing world. Opportunity lies at the core of human development and growth. It is 

about the aspirations of people, and turning those aspirations into the realities of 

tomorrow through education, employment, new industries, financial capital and 

governance systems.  

› Mobility is a bridge to Opportunity. By enabling connections, Mobility simulates progress 

and opens the door to possibility and inclusion. It explores the many different ways in 

which movement – of people, goods and ideas – can bring the world into greater 

http://www.expo2020dubai.ae/expolive
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connection. This subtheme is as much about the way we move as it is about the speed 

and scale of progress that we can achieve thanks to the ability to connect physically and 

virtually. Creating smarter and effective connections accelerates progress as new ideas, 

knowledge and resources can reach communities faster and further.    

› Sustainability is about respecting and living in balance with our planet. By understanding 

the intricate and often hidden web of connections that shape the working of our world, 

we can develop new ways of interacting with our habitats, discovering new resources or 

using resources in novel ways, designing systems and processes that help us exist within 

the boundaries of our environment.   It reflects our commitment to understand and 

nurture the bond that connects people, society and habitats and to find new paths for 

prosperity that can lead to a viable future. 

What criteria will we use to evaluate and select projects? 

Successful applicants will demonstrate how new innovations, or the innovative application of 

existing solutions, could lead to impressive impacts at community level. Potential for 

replication and/or scaling-up of solutions and impacts are important.   

1. Is the project or solution relevant to Expo 2020’s theme and subthemes? 

2. Is the solution, or its application, novel or innovative? Will it inspire, capture the 

imagination or can it be showcased before or during Expo 2020? 

3. Does the project or solution clearly identify the community that it impacts? Can we 

measure the current and intended impacts? 

4. Is the project or solution ready for demonstration and/or transition-to-scale 

implementation? How will additional funding support the further development of the 

innovation or the scaling of the initiative/enterprise? 

5. Is the project or business plan well-conceived; does the applicant have the capacity to 

implement the project, and is the requested grant amount reasonable and 

proportionate to the anticipated impacts? 
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